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Common sticking points for the Global Survey**

n CONTENT. 
There’s just too much! (Easy solution, cut cut cut.)

 **Also, we could call the course an Introduction rather 
than a survey

n EXPERTISE. No person can realistically speak as 
an expert about everything. Fair. 



Common sticking points for the Global Survey

nBIG ONE 

Teaching objects within an Intro Course – and even a 
discipline – that was designed for the Western tradition 
distorts objects made outside that tradition. 

nGlobal Survey requires a fundamental ‘re-think’



•MATERIALS – for instance, PAINT is a not the primary 
medium in much of the world, but central to art 
history. 

• The “ART” problem – How do we teach the history of 
art in cultures that do not acknowledge that category? 
Can we do this without distorting the objects? 

•METHODS – techniques and vocabularies of analyzing 
art were largely developed with Greek/Roman 
sculpture and Renaissance/Baroque painting in mind. 



•MATERIALS – which materials do we prioritize? 

For instance, PAINT is a not the primary medium in 
much of the world. 

How does my course prioritize paint, which implicitly 
prioritizes Western traditions?









• The “ART” problem 

How do we teach the ‘history of art’ in cultures that do 
not acknowledge art as a category? 

Can we do this without distorting the objects and 
cultures? 
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METHODS – techniques and vocabularies of analyzing 
art were largely developed with Greek/Roman 
sculpture and Renaissance/Baroque painting in mind. 

Winckelmann / Wölfflin 







What we call CHRONOLOGY is often CANON.



2 Million Years Ago:
First evidence of humans

1 Million Years Ago:
Evidence of tools

25,000 BCE:
Cave paintings

HISTORY: 
Almost everything we will learn 

about this semester

PRE-HISTORY



The Stone Ages (Lithic = Stone)
PALEOLITHIC, MESOLITHIC, and NEOLITHIC

Paleo=Old / Meso=Middle / Neo=New

• Paleolithic: 40,000-10,000 BCE
(Ice Age ends between 20,000 and 10,000 BCE
• Mesolithic: 10,000-8000 BCE
• Neolithic: 8,000-3,000 BCE

My old approach 
to Pre-History: 

New approach requires an entire class on chronologies. 
• What do we mean by “pre-history”? 
• Does that idea apply and how across cultures?



What year is it?
• Current Hebrew year 5785
• Current Islamic year (Hijri calendar) 1446 AH
• Current Ethiopian calendar 2017

• Lunar / Solar calendars used in China, Korea, and more… Year 
of the Dragon

Dates are determined by cultures, religions, regions… 



So where does 2024 come from?
Gregorian Calendar, 
adopted by Pope Gregory of Rome in 1582

Adapted from the Julian calendar, 
created during the reign of Julius Caesar in 45 BCE

We are living in an “Ancient/Renaissance” 
timeline!



Sphinx of Hatshepsut, New Kingdom, ca. 1479–1458 B.C. Sphinx of Taharqo, Kingdom of Kush, 680 BCE



Pyramids  at Giza Pyramids of Meroë

**needs lots of scale figures to show size



Lost-Wax Casting

Memorial Head of an Oba 
(King). Benin, 16th century CE.
Brass. height 9" (23 cm)



Concepts such as Permanence

Ceremonial House Ceiling
Kwoma people
1970–1973
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Pair of Diviner’s Figures
Baule peoples
19th–mid-20th century

Student Question: 

Is this contrapposto?



To the student, “contrapposto” felt like 

neutral description 
formal analysis 
applying art historical vocabulary.

In other words, 
I (implicitly) taught him 
to ask this question. 



Contrapposto does recur in the Western tradition. 
On some level students are taught to spot it. Extra confusing. 



Where do we go from here?

One beginning is to emphasize 
how seeing itself is 
individual, contextual, and 
cultural.

Paolo Veronese, Allegory of Virtue and 
Vice, 1565. Frick Collection, NYC.



James Elkins and Erna Fiorentini, 
Visual Worlds, 2020

“addresses the sum total of writing on the 
subject of vision, visuality, and visual 
practices…”



Art history courses and programs 
emphasize visual analysis, but often 
separate it from contextual and cultural 
understanding. 



Pratt Institute – Themes in Art and Culture (Survey 1), Fall 2021

Learning Objectives

•  To identify, and classify key monuments of  architecture, sculpture, and painting in early 
non-Western art, and from Prehistoric through Gothic periods in Western art. 

• To identify and analyze important visual elements (line, shape, value, texture, color,
space) and design principles (balance, contrast, movement, economy, unity), using proper
terminology (verbally and in writing) when referring to works of art.

• To interpret and evaluate the historical context of works of art.

• To effectively communicate and analyze, compare and contrast (verbally and in writing) 
works of  art.

•  To demonstrate awareness of  different perspectives and cultures by identifying and 
analyzing key contributions from Western and non-Western sources.

Can these 2 
objectives be 
separated?



Can these 2 
objectives be 
separated?



Pedagogical guides to visual analysis 
have the same “separation problem” 



https://www.getty.edu/
education/teachers/buil
ding_lessons/formal_an
alysis.html

“The elements of art 
are components or 
parts of a work of art 
that can be 
isolated and defined.”



https://smarthistory.org/
visual-analysis/



H.W. Janson, Key Monuments of the 
History of Art: A Visual Survey, Abrams, 
1959. 
*over 1200 reproductions

(Janson’s History of Art was first 
published in 1962.)









Pair of Diviner’s Figures
Baule peoples
19th–mid-20th century

Student Question: 

Is this contrapposto?



Tribhanga Contrapposto

How does each pose express liveliness? 
Do these show ”real” bodies” or an ideal?

Child Saint Sambandar
India, Tamil Nadu
late 11th century






